HARVESTING FENCSVIS

Co Lo ST R U M ADVANCING PROTECTION

AGAINST CALF SCOUR

Background: Because calves are born without any antibodies, their only source is colostrum. When ‘snatch calving’ is practiced, and
colostrum feeding taken over, harvesting colostrum correctly is the first step in ensuring good passive transfer of immunity.

STEP HOW WHY

Harvest as soon Take the cow to the parlour or have a Antibody transfer to the udder stops around calving and after calving the antibody

as possible after mobile milking unit in the calving pen. concentration in the udder declines. The rate of decline is about 3.7% for each hour after
calving calving', so delaying harvesting of colostrum reduces the quality of available colostrum.

Teat prep to the Teat prep to the standard of a normal Bacteria interfere with antibody absorption in the calf's gut as well as causing disease in

standard of a milking. their own right.

normal milking Harvesting is a critical control point for colostrum cleanliness; prepping teats to the same

standard as in a normal milking reduces bacterial contamination of colostrum and
transfer of pathogens to the calf2.

Equipment Watch for perishing of rubber parts; replace Equipment hygiene is also a critical control point for colostrum cleanliness.
Hygiene regularly. Hot water and detergent, scrub to
remove colostrum scum, then disinfect.

Pooling Avoid pooling colostrum. Low antibody, high volume colostrum will be over represented in pooled colostrum,
reducing colostrum quality.

Risk of disease transfer.
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